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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

- Baptism of the Lord
January 11, 2026 at 10:30 a.m.

We Gather in Community

Prelude Joe Lawrence
Welcome & Announcements Rev. Ashley
Ringing of the Bell Young People
Centering and Breath Prayer Rev. Ashley

Inhale: In the waters of baptism | Exhale: God claims us with delight. Inhale: In the
waters of baptism | Exhale: We claim one another. God travels with us still.

?Gathering Hymn “Take Us Home By Another Way” by Christopher Grundy

7Call to Worship Juan Sanchez
One: In a time where there is too much water and not enough water, we gather this
morning baptized into the dreams of God, wading into the Sacred waters and making
our alliances public. Togetherness. Love.

All: Mess and complexity. Sharing at Table. Pursuing justice. Resisting forces of evil -
within and around.

One: Practicing moral imagination. Struggle. The waters are all-consuming, no part of
our lives goes untouched.

All: In all things, they remind us our lives are bound together by the One who claims
us each as beloved.

tUnison Gathering Prayer enfleshed, adapted Juan Sanchez
Creator of Life, over and over again you remind us: we belong first to you, the earth,
and one another. By your grace, may we shed that which keeps us from living out the
claims of our baptism. That we may be a community whose loyalty to love is clear and
unwavering, make it so among us. Amen.

TPassing the Peace Juan Sanchez
One: We are invited to feast at the table of God’s Shalom, to seek the well-being and
the wholeness of all creation. Peace for our bodies. Peace for our souls.

All: Peace in our relationships. Peace in our world.

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: Let us share the sign of peace with one another.



Birthday Blessing Juan Sanchez

We Share the Word

Time with our Young and Young at Heart Rev. Ashley
All are invited to come forward and sit in the front if they feel led as “Amen” is played.
Afterwards ages K-5th may go next door for Godly Play.

Choral Anthem “Angel Celebration” Dillard & Barrett
Mount Hollywood Choir

Reading Matthew 3:13-17 Juan Sanchez

Reflection Rev. Ashley

Congregational Hymn #499 “In All Our Living”

We Pray and We Give

Joys, Concerns and Discoveries & Lighting Candles Rev. Ashley
It is our practice at Mt. Hollywood to share our Gratitude and Joy, Concerns and Discoveries.

Our Common Prayer (Unison) Please use the words that are most meaningful for you.

Invitation to Generosity Juan Sanchez
Offertory Autumn Lawrence, soloist
Unison Prayer & Dedication of Pledges Juan Sanchez

Holy One, with thanks for your love that stretches beyond our comprehension, we
bring our gifts and dedicate our pledges of time and treasure. With these
commitments, may we be bold enough to believe it’s true: that you have called us
together, claiming us as yours, and that in community, we can do a new thing. Through
Christ we pray, Amen.

We Are Sent
1Sending Hymn #82 “Go, My Children”
Sending Blessing Rev. Ashley
Postlude Joe Lawrence
*k*x

Welcome to Mount Hollywood United Church of Christ. We are an Open and Affirming, Just
Peace Church, and we are so glad you are here! All gender restrooms are located off the
courtyard, and a changing table for infants is located in the restroom in the main church.
Please join us after worship in the courtyard for coffee and fellowship.

TPlease rise in mind, body, or spirit.



TPlease rise in mind, body, or spirit.



