
 

 
Sermon on the Mount, by Laura James 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Forth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 1, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. 

Communion Sunday 
 

We Gather in Community 
 

Prelude​ ​ Joe Lawrence 
 

Welcome & Announcements​ ​ Rev. Ashley 
 

Ringing of the Bell​ ​ Young People 
 
Breath Prayer​ ​ Rev. Ashley 
 

Call to Worship​ enfleshed​ Juli Otis 
One: When we hunger for justice and thirst for the liberation of all life... 
When we want for collective flourishing with the entirety of your spirit... 
All: Blessed are we, for our longings will birth the dreams of God. 
One: When we weep with all the world’s aches. 
When we find ourselves filled with sorrow because of what is cruel, what is lost, what is 
forgotten... 
All: Blessed are we, for God weeps through us. 

 
 



 

One: When we are punished socially or economically for our refusal to go with the flow 
of normalized evil. 
When our truth-telling or practices of love leave us isolated or condemned. 
All: Blessed are we, for we offer a glimpse of the Kingdom of God. 
God draws near wherever hearts are open. 
All: Love, come and shape our understanding! 
 

↑Gathering Hymn​ “The Summons” vs. 1-3 ​ See back page 
 
↑Passing the Peace​ ​ Juli Otis 
One:​ We are invited to feast at the table of God’s Shalom, to seek the well-being and 
the wholeness of all creation. Peace for our bodies. Peace for our souls. 
All:​ Peace in our relationships. Peace in our world. 
One:​ May the peace of Christ be with you. 
All:​ And also with you. 
One:​ Let us share the sign of peace with one another. 
 

We Share the Word 

Time with our Young and Young at Heart​​ Rev. Ashley 
All are invited to come forward and sit in the front if they feel led as “Amen” is played. 
Afterwards, grades K-5 are invited next door for Godly Play. They will return for communion. 
 

Reading​ Matthew 5:1-12​ Juli Otis​  
 

Choral Anthem​  
​ ​ Mount Hollywood Choir 
 

Reading​ “The Romero Prayer”​ Juli Otis 
 

Reflection​ ​ Rev. Ashley 
 

Responsive Hymn​ #180​ “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit” 
​ ​  
 

 
We Pray and We Give 

Joys, Concerns and Discoveries​ ​ Rev. Ashley 
It is our practice at Mt. Hollywood to share our Gratitude and Joy, Concerns and Discoveries. 
 

Our Common Prayer (Unison) Please use the words that are most meaningful for you.   
Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kin-dom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   
Amen. 
 
Invitation to Generosity​ ​ Juli Otis 
 

↑Please rise in mind, body, or spirit. 
 



 

Offertory Solo​ ​ ​
​ ​  
 
Unison Prayer of Dedication​ enfleshed​ Juli Otis 
May these good offerings be used to get up to good trouble for the liberation of us all. 
Amen. 
 
 

We Break Bread Together and are Sent 
↑Communion Song​ Words by Jim Burklo​ Deeper Love 

For deeper love we share the bread, I won’t be full till all are fed 
Till every soul has home and bed, the rest of us can’t move ahead 
For deeper love we share the wine, I cannot taste the love divine 

Till every soul has walked the line, and you’ve had yours as I’ve had mine 
We follow where the Christ has led, to table that for all is spread 

And no one’s sitting at the head, but deeper love in wine and bread 
 

Invitation to the Table  ​ ​  
This is an open table.  No matter where you are on Life’s Journey, you are welcome!  We 
use grape juice for communion, and have a gluten free option.  After the elements are 
blessed, you are invited to come forward.  If you would like to receive communion in your 
seat, we are happy to bring it to you. 
 

Remembering the Story Sharing the Elements 
 
Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Together we trust in this moment of transformation which is made possible by You. 
Give us the strength to continue on the journey and to set tables that are welcoming 
and ever expanding. Amen. 
 

↑Sending Hymn​ “The Summons” vs. 4 & 5​ See back page 
 

Sending Blessing​ ​ Rev. Ashley 
 

Postlude     ​ ​ Joe Lawrence 
 
 

​ *** 
Welcome to Mount Hollywood United Church of Christ. We are an Open and Affirming, 
Just Peace Church, and we are so glad you are here! All gender restrooms are located 

off the courtyard, and a changing table for infants is located in the restroom in the 
main church. Please join us after worship in the courtyard for coffee and fellowship. 

 
 

Next Sunday: Annual Congregation Meeting! 
We will start during worship and conclude after worship with our budget and 
Leadership votes. Potluck to follow. Please bring a dish to share if you are able. 

 

↑Please rise in mind, body, or spirit. 
 



 

 

 

 

↑Please rise in mind, body, or spirit. 
 


